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T  H  £S  PHIjACHSH.  j  bines  cruell},  being  an  animal  which  tlie  people,  it  was  necessary  to  make 
— r— — —7  -  i  lives  on  prey.  i  them  believe  that  they  came  in  the 

SERMON'.— .*sO.  23.  jj  The  first  effort  of  false  propliets  and  of  name  of  the  Lord,  with  bisword  and 

.  j  false  teachers,  is  to  make  the  [.'ople,  wlio  spirit. 

«T  REV.  IIOSEA  BU-LOU.  (  arc  to  bc  the  subjects  of  their  erroneous  ,,  ^ow  this  is  the  method  by  which  false 

Ezekifx  XIH.  W‘0  b»*Jieve  that  tliey  arc  sent  of  teachers  introduce  themselves  into  their 

.  I  God.  Until  this  point  is  gained,  the  ministry,  and  impose  themselves  on  the 

The  true  prophets  of  God  were  few  in  false  teacher  can  entertain  no  favorable  (j|,ristian  cknrch  as  the  ministers  of 
Israel,  while  the  false  prophets  were  nu-  hopes  of  success;  but  he  well  knows, '  Qh^i^t.  Their  first  attempt  is  to  make 
meroiis  ;  and  there  seems  to  have  been' that  the  moment  he  ran  make  the  people  the  people  believe  that  God  has  sent 
no  small  contest  between  them.  As  believe  that  God  has  sent  him,  hohas|them.  To  ibis  end  they  bear  testimony 
would  naturally  be  expected,  the  many  little  or  nothing  to  fear,  and  that  his  ad-,  of  themselves,  &  say  that  they  are  sent  of 
false  prophets  endeavored  to  study  the|  vaucement  is  secured.  With  these  views,  God.  It  is  remarkable  how  such  means 
disposition  of  a  perverse  and  wicked  peo-  the  false  prophets  and  teachers  come  to  s„(.cced  w  ith  the  people.  The  false 
pie,  and  accommodate  their  testimony  in  the  people,  with  the  most  solemn  account 'teacher  tells  his  own  story ;  he  informs 
away  to  suit  their  prejudices,  and  im-|  of  being  sent  of  God  ;  they  speak  in  God’s  the  people  that  he  is  solely  devoted  to 
prove  their  ignorance  and  superstition  in|  name,  and  say,  “Hear  ye  the  w  ord  of  the  their  good,  that  his  own  interest  is  en- 
the  best  manner,  foi  their  own  emolu-  Lord,  thus  saith  the  Lord.”  tircly  out  of  the  question,  that  he  would 

ment  and  popularity  ;  while  on  the  other.  Jt  mav  be  well  for  us  to  notice  wliat  ’  not  have  come  to  them  if  the  command 

hand,  the  tew  prophets  of  God  were  un-  J]zekiei  says  of  the  prophets  in  the  chap-i  of  the  Lord  were  not  on  him  so  to  do. — 

der  the  necessity  of  hearing  testimony  (pf  where  our  text  is  recorded.  “Son  of  Should  a  man  of  business  be  told  by  a 
against  the  many,  contrary  to  the  corrupt^  prophesy  against  the  prophets  of  stranger,  that  he  had  cornea  great  dis- 
traditions  and  dispositions  of  the  people,  Israel  that  prophesy,  and  say  unto  them!  tance  to  trade  with  him,  but  had  not  the 
whereby  they  rendered  themselves  un-  that  prophesy  out  of  their  own  hearts,;  least  desire  to  gain  any  thing  to  himself 
popular  and  despised.  Hear  ye  the  word  of  the  Lord;  thus  saith  |by  the  traffic,  that  his  only  motive  was 

The  false  prophets  of  Israel  were  to  the  Lord  God,  woe  unto  the  foolish  pro-  to  advance  his  interest,  and  to  makeliini 
the  people  in  their  day  what  false  teach-  phets  that  follow  their  own  spirit,  and  rich  and  ojiulent,  there  is  not  one  in  a 
ers  are  now  to  the  Christian  Common-  have  seen  nothing.  They  have  seen  thousand,  perhaps,  w  ho  would  be  deceiv- 
wealtli.  St.  Peter  has  accommodated  us  vanity  and  lying  divination,  saying,  the  ed  in  tliis  w  ay.  Every  discerning  man, 
with  a  comparison  which  justifies  this  re-;  Lord  saith  ;  and  the  Lord  liatli  not  st  t  with  a  slight  acquaintance  with  human 
mark.  He  says  :  “But  there  were  false;  them  ;  and  they  have  made  others  to  nature,  would  at  once  be  put  on  his  guard 
prophets  also  among  the  people,  even  as;  hope  that  they  would  confirm  the  word,  j  by  this  manner  of  communication.  But 
there  shall  be  false  teachers  among  you,  Have  ye  not  seen  a  vain  vision,  and  false  teachers  of  ndigion  spend  along 
who  privily  shall  bring  in  damnable  here- 1  have  you  not  spoken  a  lying  divination,  »ime  to  learn  the  art  of  making  the  peo- 
sies,  even  denying  the  Lord  that  bought  whereas  you  say,  the  Lord  saith  it;  al-!  pie  believe  that  God  has  sent  them,  and 
them,  and  bring  upon  themselves  swift  beit  I  have  not  spoken  f”  ;  if  we  may  Indulge  in  the  figure  of  speech 

destruction.  And  many  shall  follow'  By  this  representation,  we  learn  that  young  foxes  have 

their  pernicious  ways;  by  reason  of  the  false  nroohets  fnllnwed  their  owir  ones  to  train  them  to  their  arts. — 
.vhen  the  of  truill  shell  be  evil  spo-;  IpirU  the  .pWt  of  G  J  '  l°,ey  '  These  fsl,.e  leoehers,  like  the  old  Jew- 

ken  of.  I  .aw  visions  of  lies,  and  not  of  Irulh  ;  the,  I  P^terisees  will  so  tbsligure  Iheir  fa- 

By  this  comparison,  the  apostle  signi-  pretended  to  come  to  the  people  in  thej  such  a  solemn  visage,  speak 

fled  the  art  and  cunning  which  character-'  name  of  the  Lord,  when  he  had  not  .sent;  in  •'''•<‘h  a  lamenting,  mourntul  tone  o| 
ise  the  false  teachers  in  the  Christian  them,  and  when  his  word  was  not  in  their  j words,  stand 
dispensation,  as  well  as  the  false  pro-  month.  In  all  this,  the  artful  cunning snena  peculiar  attitude, 
phets  under  the  former.  He  says  ;  “they,  of  the  fox  is  evidently  seen.  Ifthesel^hattheearoftliehcai^risstrangelyde- 
shall-prici/j/ bring  in  damnable  heresies.”,  prophets  had  told  the  people  that  Goil  i “'s  eyes  set  wide 
That  is,  they  will  do  this  wdth  great  art  had  not  sent  them,  but  that  they  would  1  open  at  sometlnng  which  appears  more 
and  calculation.  This,  naturally  brings  prophesy  as  well  as  they  could,  out  of  an  imaginary  specRe,  than  like  a 
the  figure  used  in  our  text  to  mind:  “O.  their  own  heart,  the  people  would  havej  ^•'llow  mortal.  In  all  this  awful  solem- 
Israei,  thy  prophets  are  like  the  foxes  in  paid  but  little  attention  to  them,  and  per-  '  oity  the  people  are  told  that  they  are 
the  desert.”  The  fox  is  noted  for  hist:  haps  none  to  their  testimony.  There- .  f'ery  moment  exposed  to  fall 
cunning  ;  and  with  this  quality  lie  coin-,  fore,  in  order  to  gain  the  confidence  under  the  hurmug  wr. 
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ly  offenJed  God  ;  that  t!ioir  children  arej 
naturally  heirs  of  endless  vengeanco,  and 
that  there  is  but  one  way  for  any  escape, 
which  is  to  adhere  strictly  to  their  t<;sli- 
inony,  and  receive  it  as  the  wordoftiod. 
A  fearful  tremblin'?  now  seizes  weak  and 
delicate  nerves,  and  the  power  of  sympa¬ 
thy  conveys  the  action  to  the  more  strong;' 
and  stabh;,  and  the  conclusion  becomes 
"cneral,  that  the  man  is  sent  of  ()lor|,and 
that  to  reject  his  doctrine  will  expose  the 
people  to  all  the  threatenings  which  are 
so  positively  denounced.  '  , 

This  method  of  deceiving  tlic  pcoj)!.- 
was  not  introduced  of  a  sudden,  it  was 
biought  on  by  degrees,  and  established 
by  custom  and  tradition  ;  so  that  now  the 
business  goes  on  as  regularly  as  other 
employments  in  society.  The  old  foxes 
know  exactly  when  the  young  are  littcdi 
for  their  labors,  and  people  are  already 
prepared,  waiting  and  longing  for  the  de¬ 
ception.  I 

As  has  been  remarked,  the  fox  unites 
in  his  nature  both  cunning  and  cruelty. 
For  this  reason,  .Jesus  called  Herod  a  fox. 
He  was  told  to  tleparf,  because  Herod 
would  kill  him.  To  this  he  replied,  '‘(Jo 
fell  tliat  fox,  beliold  I  east  out  devils,  and 
I  do  cures  to-day  and  to-morrow,  and  the 
third  day  I  shall  be  perf nctivd.”  Tiiis 
cunning  and  cruelty  are  plainly  discerna- 
ble  in  the  false  teachers  of  religion. — 
They  arc  cunning  to  deceive,  and  cruel 
to  torment  the  ilect-ived.  lu  the  chap¬ 
ter  where  our  text  is  recorded,  the  Lord 
accuses  the  false  prophets  of  crying  peace; 
“and  there  was  no  peace.”  So  false 
teachers  now  inform  the  people  that  if 
they  will  receive  their  doctrine  they  will 
have  peace  ;  but  the  fact  is,  there  is  no 
peace  in  believing  their  testimony  ;  for 
they  prophesy  out  of  their  own  corrupt 
and  partial  hearts,  and  the  doctrine  they 
preach  is  like  the  hearts  which  invent  it, 
full  of  craft  and  cruelty.  It  affects  a 
great  deal  of  compassion  and  love  for  the 
people  who  are  exposed  to  the  eternal 
unmerciful  vengeance  of  God,  and  the 
people  think  that  these  teachers  must  be 
remarkably  kind  to  use  such  constant 
cndea»ors  to  deliver  them  from  the  hands 
of  such  an  enemy  as  God  is!  Being  de-' 
ceived,  they  cannot  reason.  If  they 
could  rellect,  and  calmly  reason  on  tin; 
subject,  they  would  see  at  o!iec,  that  if 
these  teachers  were  in  loallty  so  much 
better  than  God,  as  their  preaching  re-^ 
presents,  God  would  not  have  sent  them. 
If  God  were  an  enemy  to  his  creatures, 
in  the  room  of  sending  such  loving  crea¬ 
tures  as  these  foxes  prcteml  to  be,  he 
would  send  bis  messengers  of  vengeance, 
and  cut  them  off  at  once.  U'ben  the  de¬ 
ceit  has  succeeded,  and  the  people  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  faLe  doctrines  which  are  in¬ 


culcated,  have  they  any  peace  ?  Have 
they  any  rest  ?  Do  tlicy  enjoy  (piietude  r 
JSo,  they  have  no  peace,  no  rest,  day  or 
niglit.  WMiat  is  the  matter  'I'he  fact  is, 
the  creed  in  wliich  tliey  are  taught  to  b«;- 
lieve,  is  full  of  ciui'lty,  and  teaches  them 
that  they  are  every  moment  in  danger  of 
worse  consequences  than  can  be  repre- 
presented  by  any  similitude  in  nature. 

We  are  informed  that  the  fox  will  enn- 
ningly  feign  himself  to  he  dead,  will 
stn  tell  himselfout  as  in  a  lifeless  posture, 
by  uhich  deceit  I.e  induces  the  fowls  to 
alight  oil,  or  near  him,  when  in  a  sudden 
and  nimble  manner,  he  snatclics  and  de¬ 
vours  tliem.  So  false  teachers  cunning¬ 
ly  feign  tliemseivt!S  to  be  dead  to  the 
world,  to  have  no  desire  for  earthly  rich¬ 
es,  honor  or  power,  by  which  deceit  they 
drag  tlie  people  into  their  very  jaws,  and 
between  tlieir  sliarp  cutting  teeth.  (If 
all  classes  of  t!ie  eoiiimiiiiity,  none  have 
a  greater  tliii’“t  for  riclies,  honor  and  pow¬ 
er,  til  111  these  false  n  aeliiMS.  I'hi.'v  are 
eoiiliiiually  laying  jilaiis  and  contrniiia 
schemes  to  get  power  into  their  hands, 
and  at  the  same  time  protend  to  be  dead 
to  the  world.  This  is  acting  the  fox 
faitlifiilly. 

Ill  delineating,  illustrating  and  di  fend- 
ing  tlieir  creeils,  false  teachers  resemble 
tlie  cunning  of  the  fox  of  the  wilderness 
in  S'-veral  ie«pects. 

Where  tliis  artful  animal  burrows  in 
the  ground,  lie  takes  care  to  have  seve¬ 
ral  outlets,  so  that  if  he  be  attacked  at 
one  of  them,  while  bis  adversary  is  look¬ 
ing  out  for  him  at  that  place,  be  makes 
his  csc.ipe  at  another,  and  is  gone  long 
before  bis  adversary  knows  it.  Tims  do 
false  teachers ;  they  endeavor  to  hide 
themselves  in  as  great  obscurity  as  possi¬ 
ble,  but  if  inquiry  and  argument  pursue 
nad  find  them  out,  they  have  taken  care 
that  they  have  more  ways  than  one  for 
an  escape.  If  they  are  attackeil  on  the 
principle  of  the  vvorks  of  the  creature,  as 
matter  of  justification  to  eternal  life,  and 
if  the  argument  is  like  to  bring  tlienj  out 
tw  the  light,  they  make  their  escape  thro’ 
tlie  well-studied  avenue  of  paitial  sove- 
n  igii  grace  and  particular  election.  If. 
on  the  other  liiiiid,  they  are  questioned 
in  a  skillful  manner  on  the  (loetiine  of 
partial  election,  and  what  they  cal!  sove¬ 
reign  grace,  &  if  they  find  noway  tode- 
teiid  this  scheme,  all  at  once  they  tack 
short  about  and  are  pleading,  in  a  most 
fender  and  affectionate  manner  for  the 
free  offers  of  salvation  to  all,  and  laying 
it  down  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that 
all  are  invited  to  come  in  welcome  to  tlie 
gospel  feast.  Thus  the  fox  is  gone. 

The  art  practiced  by  the  fox  to  elude 
his  pursuer  in  the  c.hace,  is  a  verv  fit 
emblem  of  the  cunning  craftiness  of  false 


I  teacliers, “whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  de- 
I  ceive.”  Like  the  scijientjthe  foxiievei 
!  runs  on  a  straight  line.  He  makes  fre- 
;  (luent  crooks,  running  this  way  and  that 
j  way,  and  appears  to  one  little  acquainted 
,  with  ids  cunning  to  get  along  but  slowly, 
j  and  to  care  but  iftle  wliethrrhe  makes  his 
I  escape  or  not.  But  all  these  crooks  are 
designed  to  puzzle  !)is  pursuer  and  em¬ 
barrass  bis  speed.  This  method  is  em¬ 
ployed  until  one  more  perplexing  is  found 
to  be  necessary,  when  the  fox  sets  him¬ 
self  to  crossing  bis  own  track,  running 
round  and  round,  forming  the  most  dif- 
ificiilt  labyrinth,  from  which  he  makes  a 
I  sudden  leap  as  far  as  possible,  leaving 
i  his  pursuer  to  seek  him  in  the  labyrinth 
wbieli  be  has  left,  while  he  makes  the 
I  best  of  his  way  to  another  diflieolt  place, 
i  In  like  manner  do  false  teachers  com- 
I  niciice  their  discourses  by  taking  care  to 
;  avoid  a  straight  line  of  simple  truth  ;  they 
j  run  a  little  way,  preteii'hng  that  the  Di- 
!  vine  Being  is  all  love  and  grace  to  inan- 
kind,  is  tlie  same  yesterday,  to-day  and 
;  forever,  that  the  most  entire  confidence 
I  m-iy  be  safely  placed  on  his  wisdom, 
I  power  and  goodness  ;  hut  immediately 
I  they  fake  a  tnri),  and  represent  him  as 
{  callable  of  having  his  mind  so  changed 
as  to  burn  with  implacable  vengeance 
toward  those  u  ho  do  not  conform  to  their 
doctrine.  If  they  are  followed  closely, 
and  questioned  eonceruing  the  consisten¬ 
cy  of  their  story,  they  will  begin  to  cross 
their  paths,  contradict  what  they  have 
said,  run  into  the  doctrine  of  predestina¬ 
tion,  from  that  to  free  will,  from  free  will 
to  predestination,  and  from  thence  back 
again.  In  one  breath  they  will  hold  to 
election  and  reprobation,  in  the  next  call 
on  all  to  repent  and  be  saved,  and  when 
called  on  to  explain  these  contradictions, 
they  take  a  leap  into  mysticism,  call  it 
all  a  holy  mystery,  which  carnal  reason 
cannot  understand,  and  thus,  like  the  fox, 
make  their  escape. 

This  kind  of  preaching  has  been  prac¬ 
ticed  by  false  teachers,  until  many  of  the 
sensible  people  in  Christendom  have 
been  driven  to  give  up  all  belief  in  di¬ 
vine  revelation,  and  to  seek  for  rest  in 
mcral  philosophy,  without  the  assistance 
of  revealed  religion. 

Perliaps  no  foxes  ever  represented 
false  teachers  more  to  perfection,  than 
the  three  hundred  which  Sampson 
caught,  fastened  together,  two  and  two, 
with  fire-brands  between  each  pair,  and 
sent  them  among  the  standing  corn  of  the 
Philistines. 

This  was  an  effectual  method  of  de¬ 
stroying  those  fexteusive  fields  of  wheat 
I  oil  which  the  Philistines  depended  for 
bread.  If  these  foxes  could  have  agreed 
'  to  run  a  straight  course,  they  would  have 
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done  much  less  damage  to  t!ie  fields  cf 
corn  ;  but  agreeably  to  their  nature,  they 
ran  crooked,  and  while  one  would  at¬ 
tempt  to  go  one  way,  his  companion 
would  take  a  leaj)  llie  other ;  in  this  wav, 
they  went  in  every  possible  direction, 
while  the  fire  brands  served  to  increase 
their  efforts  and  to  burn  the  corn.  In 
this  manner  false  teachers  are  covenanted 
together,  but  with  no  disposition  whicli| 
harmonizes  their  hearts;  and  while  one 
runs  in  one  crooked  j)ath,  another  at¬ 
tempts  to  draw  him  in  a  ditl'erent  way, 
quite  as  crooked;  whilst  all  the  time' 
they  are  rendered  even  furious  with  a^ 
sort  of  “strange  fire,”  which  characteri¬ 
zes  their  doctrines,  and  produces  a  zeal 
not  according  to  knowledge.  This  fire ; 
is  scattered  every  where,  and  in  every; 
place  info  which  these  false  teachers  run ; 
while  that  reason,  understanding  and 
knowledge,  which  to  moral  beings  is 
moral  bread,  is  all  prostrated  and  consu-^ 
raed,  by  these  false  teachers  and  the  fire 
they  carry  with  them,  as  was  the  corn  of 
the  Philistines  by  the  foxes  and  the  liie- 
brands. 

As  has  been  already  noticed,  St.  Peter 
has  presented  us  with  a  comparison  of 
the  false  propliets  among  the  people  of 
the  Jews,  and  the  false  teachers  that 
should  arise  in  the  Christian  church  ; 
and  it  may  be  profitable  for  us  to  notice 
a  few  particulars  which  may  serve  to 
mark  the  distinction  between  true  and 
false  prophets  and  teachers.  In  the  days 
of  the  prophets  of  Israel,  the  false  pro¬ 
phets  were  vastly  more  numerous  than 
the  true  prophets  of  God.  At  one  time 
the  prophet  Elijah  stood  alone,  w  hile  the 
prophets  of  Baal  were  four  hundred  and 
fifty;  but  whether  the  disproportion  is 
as  great  now,  or  not,  we  may  not  pretend 
to  say  ;  though  if  we  may  know  them 
by  their  fruits,  ns  our  Saviour  directs,  it 
would  not  be  very  difficult  to  compute 
their  numbers. 

One  infallible  mark  of  a  false  prophet 
or  teacher,  is,  be  has  a  disposition  to  per¬ 
secute.  Thus  did  the  false  prophets  jkt- 
secute  the  prophets  of  the  Lord ;  and 
thus  do  the  many  false  teachers  in  Chris¬ 
tendom  persecute,  as  far  as  they  can,  the 
few  who  dare  to  testify  the  truth  as  it  is 
in  Jesus,  and  disprove  their  doctiincs  of 
error. 

The  distinguishing  trait  which  St.  Pe¬ 
ter  has  given  of  false  teachers  is,  that 
they  should  bring  in  damnable  heresies  ; 
and  he  tells  us  what  these  heresies  a- 
raount  to,  “Even  denying  the  Lord  that 
bought  them  ;  and  bring  upon  themselves 
swift  destruction.” 

All  false  doctrines,  in  one  way  or  oth¬ 
er,  deny  the  Lord  that  bought  us.  They 
'vill  either  deny  that  Jesus  gave  himself 


I  a  ransom  for  all  men,  or  wliat  amounts 

•  to  tile  same  thing,  they  will  dmy  the  fi¬ 
nal  efficacy  of  this  purcliasc.  And  w  lieu 

itiio  false  teacher  treats  on  the  great  sub- 
Iject  of  the  Saviour,  he  has  ie.itiv  at  com- 
Irnaiid  studied  methods  of  profe.ssing  to 
j  believe  in  him,  and  of  holding  him  up 

•  for  others  to  believe  and  trust  in,  w  bile 
I  at  the  same  time  he  runs  his  whole  dcc- 
itrino  in  such  a  crooked,  doubtful  course, 
'that  about  all  he  says  he  finally  coiitra- 
!  diets.  False  teachers  who  deny  tlie  Lord 
Itliat  bouglit  us,  do  this  work  in  an  artful 
I  cunning  manner;  they  know  it  will  not 
I  answer  lo  profess  to  deny  him  in  full,  be- 
j  cause  this  would  he  no  deception  ;  peo¬ 
ple  would  pay  no  attention  to  their  tes¬ 
timony.  But  they  pretend  to  believe  in 
him  and  to  he  his  faithful  miuisters. — 

I  They  pretend  to  understand  the  deep 
'  mysteries  of  his  doctrine,  w  Inch  are  so 
•very  intricate  that  none  but  themselves, 
!who  have  in  a  special  manner  been  let 
'into  the  secicts  of  God,  can  understand. 
It  belongs  lo  this  crafty  scheme  of  error, 

■  to  make  the  people  believe  that  they 
!must  depend  ou  what  the  teacher  says, 
'take  his  te.stimony  on  his  hare  word,  and 
I  to  thiiik  it  a  crime  to  attempt  to  reduce 
it  to  rational  principles. 

Reason  is  one  of  the  greatest  enemies 
with  which  false  teachers  have  to  con- 
Itend;  they  therefore  endeavor  to  per- 
j  suade  the  pcojile  to  view’  reason  as  carnal, 
and  inimical  to  religion,  and  by  all  means 
I  to  lay  it  out  of  the  case  entirely.  All 
'this  is  necessary  in  order  to  prepare  the 
I  mind  to  believe  the  str«nge  and  unrea- 
Uonable  notions  which  they  have  lo  im¬ 
pose  on  the  simple. 

j  These  intimations,  my  friends,  are 
what  you  know  to  he  facts;  you  have 
heard  false  teachers  speak  of  the  reveal- 
'ed  will  of  God,  and  of  his  secret  will  ; 
lyoii  have  heard  them  compare  his  re- 
jvoalcd  will  with  his  decreetive  will,  and 
Mindcrtake  to  tell  the  difference.  You 
{have  heard  them  speak  against  our  rea- 
Ison,  and  endeavor  to  point  out  its  dange- 
Irous  tendency;  you  have  heard  much 
'said  about  hidtlen  mysteries,  into  which 
we  have  no  right  to  enquire  ;  yet  tlujse 
very  mysteries  are  the  siilijerts  on  which 
these  false  teachers  continually  dwell, 
and  in  which  they  require  the  implicit 
faith  of  the  people. 

Prepared  in  this  way,  and  armed  in  all 
this  guise,  the  fox  takes  his  course,  and 
practices  his  work  of  heresy,  even  deny¬ 
ing  the  Lord  that  bought  us.  If  one  who 
dares  to  exercise  his  reason,  and  has 
boldness  enough  to  question  this  false 
teacher,  ask  him  how  we  sJiould  under¬ 
stand  St.  Paul,  where  he  says  that  God 
“will  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  to 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth”.'  he 


I  cunningly  looks  forward  to  see  what  the 
I  subject  is  leading  lo ;  he  sees  that  its 
j  natural  teiuleiicy  is  the  salvation  of  all 
'  men.  What  now  must  he  do  ?  To  allow 
j  this  would  not  deny  the  Lord  that  bought 
I  us  ;  he  immediately  replies — It  is  God's 
I  revealed  w  ill  that  all  men  should  he  sav- 
j  ed,  but  not  his  secret,  dicreetivc  will. — 
i'lf  he  he  asked  w  hy  God  should  reveal  a 
||Will  which  is  contrary  to  his  decrees,  he 
1  replies,  that  God  is  a  Sovereign,  and  has 

•  u  right  to  do  a.«  he  pleases,  mid  that  we 
'ihave  no  right  to  inquire  into  his  secrets. 
"If  the  conversation  be  continued,  and  the 
,  passage  be  brought  up  again,  this  false 
I  teacher  will  tack  like  the  fox,  and  say, 

the  w  ord  AM.  does  not  mean  all  u-ilhoul 
exception  ;  and  then  he  will  run  w  ith  tri- 
umj)h  for  some  time,  contending  that 
'  there  are  passages  in  scripture,  where 
the  word  all  is  iwcd  in  a  limited  sense. 
Thus,  like  a  fox,  he  crosses  his  own 
I  track. 

I  If  this  false  teacher  is  under  the  neces- 
1  sity  of  explaining  St.  Paul's  testimony, 
i  that  the  one  Mediator  gave  himself  a  ran¬ 
som  for  all  men,  at  one  time  he  w  ill  say, 
that  St.  Paul  meant  all  the  elect,  not  all 
the  impenitent.  But  if  the  argument 
I  press  him  hardly,  he  will  be  sure  to  shift 
liis  ground,  and  say,  that  Jesus  did  give 
himself  a  ransom  for  all,  conditionally  ; 

^  that  is,  if  they  will  repent  and  believe. 
Thus  ho  contradicts  himself  on  every  sub¬ 
ject- 

!l  St.  Peter  says,  that  these  false  teach- 
'!ers  “bring  upon  themselves  swift  destruc- 
||tion.”  And  this,  my  friends,  is  verily 
the  case  ;  for  if  we  deny  the  Lord  that 
houglit  us,  this  very  denial  is  our  pre- 
jsent  and  swift  destruction.  Our  own 

*  confidence  is  destroyed,  our  hope  demol- 
i  ished,  our  peace  given  to  the  winds,  and 
'  our  fears  and  horrors  awakened. 

jl  Let  us  then  turn  away  our  ears  from 
hearing  those  doctrines,  which  deny  the 
'  Lord  that  bought  us,  and  let  us  Icarii  of 
j'liim,  who  is  wisdom  to  the  foolish,  right- 
!  eousness  to  sinners,  sanctification  to  the 
i  unclean,  redemption  to  the  captive,  and 
!  life  to  the  dead. 


!j  [  For  the  J\Iacazvu  and  Mtoeale.] 

i'  VISIT  TO  KF.MPVILLE. 

;  Br.  Skinner — Having  read  your  “Joui- 
;'ney  to  the  Wtst,”  I  was  forcibly  struck 
■  with  the  propriety  of  such  matter  fur  iho 
\  encouragement  of  our  friends.  And  hav 
'  ing  lately  taken  a  journey  for  the  pnrfwsc 
of  evangelizing,  a«  some  things  transpired 
agreeable  to  mv  feelings,  I  have  thought 
i  best  to  throw  them  into  the  letter  form 
and  submit  it  to  your  inspection,  and  if 
worthy,  you  may  give  it  publicity  in  your 
useful  paper. 

In  compliance  with  a  request  contain- 
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kva.\g!:l!<;’at.  magazim:  am>  gospeg  Ai)V<iCATi:. 


ed  in  the  letter  you  perused  at  the  Jsso- 
cialion,  I  left  niy  house  and  home,  wife 
and  children,  and  fur  truth’s  sake,  bent 
iny  course  for  nature’s  best  road,  Called 
the  ridye,  ruminating  in  niy  mind  on  the 
prospects  before  me,  strong  in  faith,  giv¬ 
ing  glory  to  God.  I  soon  left  nature’s 
road  and  shaped  my  course  northward,' 
towards  Ontario  lake,  through  what  ii 
commonly  called  the  lust  nation;  but  re¬ 
flecting  on  the  glorious  truth,  that  such 
the  Saviour  “came  to  seek  and  save,”  1 
took  encouragement  from  the  declaration, 
while  the  prospects  otherwise  were  ra¬ 
ther  gloomy.  On  my  arrival  at  the  house 
of  my  much  esteemed  friend,  Gen.  Wis- 
ner,  I  was  treated  with  Christian  respect 
by  his  beloved  partner;  but  the  General 
was  absent — no  arrangements  made  for 
meeting — I  concluded  to  approach  the 
village  of  Kempville,  at  the  outlet  of 


raised  against  it,  and  gave  libeity  at  the  'returns  to  shine  on  their  hearts,  after  its 
close,  for  any  qtiestions  or  remarks.  On  first  disappearance.  Though  neither  of 
mouiitiiig  my  beast,  a  venerable  looking  their  tempers  are  very  enviable,  or  their 
gentleman  ai)proached  me  and  enrjuiia^d  .characters  above  suspicion,  yet  it  is  al- 
if  I  believed  in  future  punishment  after  ; lowed  on  ail  sides  that  he  is  much  the 
death.  I  answered  him  from  the  testi-  better  of  the  two ;  and  that  he  might  |)os- 
irnony,  “Ilehold  the  righteous  shall  be  re-  sibly  enjoy  some  comfort  on  this  mundane 
[conipensed  in  the  earth  ;  much  more  the  | sphere,  did  but  the  tongue  &  the  temper 
w  icked  and  the  sinners,”  which  seemed  of  his  lady  allow  it.  Being  once  on  a  visit  to 
to  satisfy  for  the  time  being.  Notice  be-'jone  of  her  “wicked  Universalist”  neigh¬ 
ing  given  for  an  evening  lecture  at  Br.  bors,  she  commenced  a  religious  disqui- 
Wisner’s,  all  were  on  the  alert — another  sition,  which  she  wound  up  by  saying 
meeting  was  appointed  by  the  Orthodox  that  she  might  possibly  believe  in  the 
brethren,  but  afterward  given  up.  Even- i;  ultimate  happiness  of  all  men,  could  she 
ing  approached— merchants  left  their  mer- ij  but  see  how  Mr.  A.  could  be  sufficient- 
chandize,  and  farmers  tbeir  farms — the  r  ly  punished  for  his  evil  deeds  !! !  Poor, 
liouse  w  as  thronged — the  listening  ear  dear  soul,  her  salvation  could  easily  be 
was  lent  to  the  testimony  of  the  law,  effected — /icr  tri^/nr/ sins  could  easily  be 
'  which  is  not  against  the  promises,)  and  sufficiently  punished — but  Mr.  A  ’*— 
hearts  flow’ing  with  gratitude  to  the  God  ah,  there  was  the  rub!  Her  neighbor 
of  love  for  the  word  of  life — the  singing  iwas  very  greatly  tempted  to  inform  her. 


Eighteen  Mile  Creek.  While  passingUeemed  to  correspond  with  the  joyful  ! that  any  man  who  had  her  for  a  wife. 


on  the  pleasant  north  road,  my  contem¬ 
plations  lun  in  a  suitable  channel  to  be¬ 
hold  the  works  of  nature’s  God  and  med¬ 
itate  thereon  with  comfort.  The  falling 
leaf  from  the  trees,  and  the  white  caps 
rolling  on  the  beach,  changing  their  foi4n, 
and  falling  harmlessly  back  into  the  bo¬ 
som  of  tlieir  mother  lake,  reminded  me 
of  the  surges  of  Calvinism  and  the  foam¬ 
ing  billows  of  Arminianisin  dashing  a- 
gainst  the  sock  of  ages,  and  rolling  back 


news  of  salvation  to  lost  sinners,  by  the  mi/s/,  oi' necessity,  be  sufficiently  punish- 
Redeemer  of  the  world.  Ifevermysoul  ed  for  any  sins  lie  could  commit.  But 
was  alive  to  God  and  truth,  this  was  the'  the  fear  of  her  noted  tongue  withheld  the 
moment;  and  I  declare,  to  the  glory  of'iemark. 

my  Maker,  I  never  expect  to  see  a  hap-|l  Now,  docs  it  not  appear  reasonable, 
pier  evening  on  eartii.  The  house  as  that  if  men  had  no  ejiemics,  all  would  be- 
still  as  death  and  joyful  as  life,  the  teais  lievein  Universalism.  The  same  would 
of  gratitude  falling  from  the  moistened  be  tlie  case  could  every  one  humbly 
eye,  bespoke  the  happiness  that  reigned  view  him  or  herself  as  the  “cAic/ of  sin- 
within  1  have  promised  four  weeks!  iiers” — for,  as  every  one  believes  in 
lenee,  God  willing,  to  make  them  a  se-j  their  own  salvation,  all  would  then  be- 


liarml  .-ssly  into  tlie  troubhrd  waters  of  j  cond  visit.  May  the  glorious  work  go '  lieve  in  the  sal  vation  of  all  around  them 


Orthodoxy.  On  my  entering  the  pleas¬ 
ant  village,  I  understood  that  the  feet  of 
our  preachers  had  never  trod  the  soil, 
nor  a  voice  ever  been  raised  in  defence 
of  the  doctrine  of  Universal  salvation. — 
All  was  gloomy  as  the  midnight  of  death, 
and  no  one  felt  disposed  to  favor  my 
views,  or  give  the  least  encouragement 
to  the  object  of  my  visit.  But  bending 
my  way  back  to  the  house  of  mv  friend, 
voth  faith  penetrating  through  the  clouds 


on  to  perfection  till  the  truth  is  universal-  ,  of  course.  I  know  many  sensible  peo- 
ly  received  among  them.  I  would  men- j  pie  who  candidly  acknowledge  that 
tion  with  grateful  remembrance,  a  very  nothing  prevents  their  belief  in  univer- 

irespectable  merchant,  Mr.  P - y,  who  sal  salvation,  but  the  difficulty  of  be- 

I  would  not  give  up  tlie  idea  of  having  me  j  lieving  that  sucli  an  one  (meaning  some 

come  again.  Also  anotlier  reputable ;  enemy  or  abliorred  character,)  can  be 

young  man  by  the  name  of  Cooper,  a,  saved.  Ail  others  might  possibly  be 

patrou  of  your  paper,  at  Newfane,  of  saved,  but  that  one — it  is  impossible! 
more  tlian  ordinary  talents,  who  nobly  So  we  go — and  it  is  probable  that,  in 
defends  the  cause.  May  the  Lord  en- 1  many  cases,  these  very  abhorred  peo- 
courage  him  in  the  work.  Tliis  young  pie  object  to  tlieir  objector’s  salvation, 
irl'.icli  darkened  the  meuta!  horizon,  I  at!  man’s  wliole  pursuit,  is,  useful  know- ;  in  tlieir  turn !  Reader,  may  God  grant 

length  found  him  at  home.  How  sud-i  ledge.  Such  was  his  joy,  he  accompa- j  us  grace  to  apply  the  above  remarks  to 


den  the  change  !  not  as  some  of  old,  did  >  iiied  me  on  my  way,  on  foot.  I  couver- 


he  make  excuses,  by  proving  his  oxen, 
but  left  (he  corn  at  the  crib,  turned  his 
oxen  out  to  graze  the  mead,  and  receiv¬ 
ed  the  traveller  with  cordial  affection. 

The  news  of  my  arrival  spread  in  eve¬ 
ry  direction  ;  and  on  my  second  visit  to 
the  village  with  my  friend,  strong  solici¬ 
tations  came  for  a  lecture  that  evening. 
But  it  was  too  late  to  comply.  Next  day, 
however,  a  meeting  was  appointed,  and 
(hose  before  unknown  to  each  other,  re- 

S aired,  with  great  desire,  to  the  school 
ouse  to  hear  the  words  of  God’s  impar¬ 
tial  grace.  I  planted  the  standard  and 
unfurled  the  banner  of  everlasting  love, 
presented  to  their  enraptured  view  the 
will  of  God,  our  Father,  from  1  Tim.  ii. 
4y  answered  all  the  common  objections 


sed  freely  witli  him  on  the  subject  of  the 
ministry  ;  but  did  not  solicit  or  urge  the 
matter.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  he  will 
ultimately  engage  in  the  work. 

God  continues  to  bless  the  fruit  of  my 
labors  in  the  vineyard  of  our  Lord.  A 'you  or  some  of  your  numerous  correspondent!, 
knowledge  of  the  eccentricity  of  my  na-i  “nd  finding  yf 

.  ,  ,  ,  venture  to  expiess  mv  Opinion  on  the  subjoci. 


,our  own  hearts — to  our  benefit  and  im¬ 
provement  in  that  “charity,  which  U 
the  bond  of  perfection.”  A.  B.  G. 

j  [For  the  Magazine  and  .Advocate.] 

I  Seeing  a  question  proposed  in  one  of  your  late 
numbers,  requesting  it  should  be  answered  by 


tional  character,  I  trust,  will  be  a  suffici¬ 
ent  excuse  to  my  Br.  Skiuner,  and  the 
I  world  at  large,  for  the  appearance  of  this 
letter  in  its  present  form.  You  will  re¬ 
ceive  the  assurance  of  the  best  wishes 
'and  devoted  friendship  of 
I  Your  brother  in  the  cause  of  truth, 
j  _ Isaac  Whitnall. 

REASON  FOR  AN  ENDLESS  HELL. 

I  Mr.  and  Mra.  A.  are  of  that  class  of 
married  folks  whose  “honey  moon”  never 


Q,iiestion.  When  was  Christ  appointed  Media¬ 
tor  between  God  and  men  ? 

Jinsteer.  When  the  tree  of  life  was  planted  ia 
the  midst  of  the  garden  ot  Eden.  E.  C. 

INFLEXIBILITY  AND  CIVILITY. 

I  Ordinary  people  regard  a  man  of  certain  force 
and  inflexibility  of  character  as  they  do  a  lion. — 
They  look  at  him  with  a  sort  of  wonder — perhaps 
they  admire  him — but  they  will  on  no  account 
house  with  him.  The  lap  dog  who  wags  his  tail 
and  lioks  the  hand,  and  cringes  at  the  nod  of  eve¬ 
ry  stranger,  is  a  much  more  acceptable  compani¬ 
on  to  them. 


liVAXli SILICA  MAtJAZlNE  ANJ)  (10SPET--  ADVOCATE. 


A IVTTI  A-nirnr  ATB  !  H  is  well  known  to  the  people  of  Utica  and  vi-  'i  who  desired  the  prayers  of  the  »«»•'»  C)  »<>  come 
MAOAZIUE  AND  ADVOCATE  that  Mr  Lansiin»  labored  hard  and  toiled  forward  and  be  prai/rd /or ;  saying  ‘  O  !  do  come 

'  UTICV  "SATURDAY.  NOV.  13,  1930.  J  incessantly  last  winter  To  get  up  a  revival  in  this  and  he  prayed  for-the  saints  arc 

^  -  - ^  '|i!.icc-  and  that  all  his  cflbrfs  proved  abortive,  at'  for  yon— here  are  brethren  who  are  strong  in 

DEDICATION.  U-ast  so  far  as  a  gener:de.Kcitement  was  concerned,  prayer-tliey  will  take  hold  strong  upon  the 

Tlic  New  Meeting  House  lately  erected  in  Salis-  lie  barely  succeeded  in  adding  a  few  weak  mind-  i',  throne  of  God  for  you-^ome  now-there  comes 
bury,  Herkimer  co.  by  Universalists,  Presbyte-  ipnorant  females  to  his  church.  Driven  i  on*— and  another— and  another  mourning  sou 

tians,  and  Baptists,  will  be  dedicated  to  the  wor-  j  desperation  in  view  of  his  ill  success,  jjeome,  come  you  sinners,  all  of  you— are  there 

ship  of  God,  on  Wednesday  nc.xt,  nth  inst.  Ser-  ,  ,,jjg  come  out  holdly  and  told  j  none  in  the  gallery  who  desire  to  be  prayed  tor, 

roon  bv  the  Editor  of  this  paper.  Ministering  members  that  he  has  been  bhoring,  and  to  go  to  heaven?  Come— O  do  come,  and 

brethren  generaliy  arc  invited  to  attend.  Srctviccs  stnigcling  and  agonizing,  to  get  fill  all  these  seats— there  is  yet  room  —[tor  they 

to  commence  at  1 1  o’clock,  A.  M.  i,'  ^  rcvi4l,  ever  since  he  has  been  in  the  place,  had  made  a  calculation  about  the  number  that 

ORDIN.VTION^  i  and  they  have  sot  still  and  witnessed  his  e.xtraor-  the  Lord  was  going  to  convert  that  evening,  and 

fin  Wednesdav  last,  Br.  Walter  Bullard  was  dinary  e.xerlions  without  lifting  a  hand  to  help  had  prepared  about  thirty  scats]  “0  cotne,  come, 

,ct  apart  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  by  solemn  him;  and  if  they  do  not  non,  come  out  bold-  and  fill  these  seals.  There  comes 
ordination,  which  was  performed  at  the  village  of  ly  and  take  bold  with  him  and  have  a  revival  at  all  ,anothcr-come  on-0  come-why  will  you  go 
Sauquoit,  in  the  ibllowing  order :  Introductory  hazards,  be  will  desert  tbem-be  will  preach  to  to  hell?  Are  there  no  more  sinners  in  this  hou^? 
prayer  bv  Br.  John  Freeman.  Sermon  by  Br.  S. ,  them  no  more.  But  determined  that  he  tcill  have  are  all  the  rest  professors  of  rebgnon  ?  »ejhen 

R  Lith  from  I  Tim.  vi.  12,  “Fight  the  good;  one,  he  has  put  his  head  and  hand-we  cannot  ^  began  to  talk  to  the  convnets :  O,  1  must  wrao 

fight  of  faith,  lay  hold  on  eternal  life,  whcrcunto  '  say  as  to  his  heart-w.th  Mr.  Aikin,  and  they  I'jown  out  of  the  desk  and  y""'  J 

8  „  ,  I  I  4  ■  r  o  ,1  a  nnr,A  nrnfes  I  have  called  a  general  and  special  meeting  of  their  then,  (having  obtained  about  30  pretended  con- 

rrr;::  ''sr":.-  "r; 

,«yer  by  Br.  D.  Skinner.  Delivery  of  the  Scriji-  i ;  cinity.  jurcr  or  the  ventriloquist  began  to 

lures  and  charge  by  Br.  Smith.  Right  Hand  ofj|  This  extraordinary  meeting  was  held  in  this  about  the  hardness  and 

Fellowship  by  Br.  S^tinner.  Concluding  prayer!  village  three  days  last  week,  viz.  Thursday,  Fri-  and  their  rich  desert  of  hell ;  and  "®®^ 

hv  Rr  Sth  day  and  Saturday.  We  alfudod  it  on  Friday  |  exhausted  his  (und  of  e«ut  phrases  upon  that  top- 

bj  Br.  ri,  aOIr.  Aikin’s church.  A  uumorous  con-  '  ic,  he  at  length  called  on  Father  Watrous  to  pray 

REtHAL  IN  UllCA.  .  J  nrcoation  assembled,  doubtless  prompted  by  va-  for  these  souls.  Then  all  were  made  to  kneel 

We  wish  not  to  speak  hgh  ly  of  the  subject  of  ^  commenced  down,  and  father  Watrous  commenced  praying 

religion.  No;  we  esteem  religion  too  sacred  a  ^  arrived.  Mr.  Aikin  was  haranguing!  and  crying,  (or  pretending  to,)  and  crying  ami 

thing  to  be  treated  with  lightness  on  any  0®'’“- 1|  ^  boisterous  manner.  | praying;  and  sighs,  and  so’os,  and  groans,  and 

mon.  Forof  all  the  blessings  a  kind  and  merciful  P  P^  n,i„„lcs  after  our  arrival.  He  tears,  and  prayers,  from  those  souls  undergoing 

Creator  has  ever  bestowed  upon  the  world,  or  ca-  L  ^  preacher,  a  stranger  to  the  painfid  operation  of  gelling  religion,  and  the 

pacilated  his  creature  man  for  enjoying,  religion  1  ^  ^bey  preachers  (about  a  dozen  in  number)  in  the  all 

-true  religion— is  the  greatest,  the  best.  \\  itli  ,1  ^  revival- if  they  coidd  not  feel  right,  meritorious  work  of  regenerating  them,  were  heard 

what  joy  does  it  enable  the  true  Christian  to  look  .  »  rieht-if  they  could  not  act  enga-  for  the  space  of  half  an  hour.  Mr.  Lansing  sue- 

up  to  his  Father  and  his  God  !  ith  what  un- 1  ^  engag.^lv,  &c.  closing  with  ceeded  father  W.  in  prayer,  after  whichthcre  was 

mingled  pleasure  does  he  behold,  in  M  t\io  d.s-  ,  denunciation  upon  the  sinners  in  the  con-  some  singing,  one  or  two  more  exhortations,  or 

pensations  of  Providence,  the  hand  of  a  Bencfac-  ,i  immediately  sue-  denunciations;  and  an  appointment  given  out  by 

tor  and  Friend  !  How  does  religion  sweeten  all  ^  ^  ^  firebrand,  by  the  name  Mr.  Aikin  for  the  anxious  and  in, Hiring  souls  to 

the  enjoyments  ofhfe,  and  enable  Its  possessor  to  ,  understand)  of  Burchard,  who  dealt  out  'meetm  the  basement  story  of  the  church  the  next 

lay  hold  on  the  testimonies  of  ^>8  Father’s  love  and  damnation,  in  very!  morning  at  nine  o’clock,  and  for  the  sainU  to 

and  the  rich  treasures  ot  his  immortal  grace.  But|  n^nuthfuls,  insomuch  that  no  one  could  meet  for  prayer  in  an  adjoining  room,  at  the 

how  true  It  is  that  the  greatest  blessings  are  olten  ^  P  excepting  such  famishing  souls  as  same  hour ;  (we  suppose  to  pray  the  anx.oM  souls 

perverted,  abused,  and  thereby  rendered  real  cur-  I  '  describes  when  he  savs,  “to  the  hungry  1  out  of  their  painful  travail,  much  as  the  Romish 

ees  instead  of  blessings  as  they  were  designed  ;  ^bing  is  sweet.”  Mr.  Lansing '  clergy  pray  souls  out  of  purgatory.)  Thus  the 

Andhow  true  It  is  that  religion.  Heavens  bes  fj,„.,,d  him  in  close  succession.  His  debut  was ,  farce  ended,  and  the  crowd  rushed  out  of  the 
gifl,isoften  thuspervert^cd,  abused,  corrupted,  ^be  following  singular  manner  :-stand-  house  ;  many  of  them,  doubtless,  thinking  the 

adulterated,  and  by  ambitious,  designing  men  bepuli.it  in  rather  a  stooping  posture,  he'  Lord  had  evidently  been  at  work  powerfully  in 

made  a  cloak  for  the  foulest  abommaiions  and  ^  ^  ^„d  pointed  his  finger,  to  a  remote  H’at  meeting  ;  but  many  more  believing  that  th« 

the  most  disgraceful  impositions !  r  u  1  1  rn  c  nii,..  „  Lord  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  the  business 

,t  was  not  til.  very  recenlly  that  the  or,^  U.n  he  had  with\he  visionary  reveries  of  Im- 

-panicularly  the  Presbytenans-got  into  the  P  Line  wonderful  phenomenon,  and  manuel  Swedenborg,  the  impositions  of  Jerniina 

praetieeofgettmgup  wha  are  called  y,  .  ^  Wilkinson,  or  the  jktui  «o.c  and  leor  dance  of  the 

especially  what  now  bear  that  name — w  Inch  con-  »  ■  r„  '  Smf.rw-itn  Ahorioines 

i.  «^,r.Uns  »n  Ih.  p...lo„.  of  U.e  ,  e.k  .ml  «>mc  lime,  till  hi.  po.,t.™  I«.me  |,.mr,.ll,  .rk-  :  Amer«.n  Abor,g,n» 

the  fears  ofthe  timid,  to  that  degree  that  reason  s>ome  to  the  congregation.  He  then  spoke  thus:  REMARKS. 

iseaurely  prostrated,  and  with  it  all  decency  and  “«acc  your  ear  close  by  the  mouth  of  IleU,  and  Irs-  ,  1.  AVe  have  attended  camp  meeting  among 

wholesoL  regulations  in  society,  a  popular  cx-  ten-What  do  yon  hear  from  the  mouths  of  the  damr  Methodists,  and  seen  extravagance,  folly  and  im- 
ckementis  produced  and  the  most  ridiculous  feats  ned  ?”  He  then  went  on  to  tell  what  he  suppo-  position  enough  practiced  by  them :  ^ut  never  m 
and  wildest  extra  vacancies  practised  A  few '  sed  would  be  the  conversation  of  the  damned  in  any  of  their  meetings  have  we  been  so  fully  sat- 
It,  ,h"y  d,.ptd,  Hdiclcd  ..d  hooicd ;  I.0II,  .no  .i.h  .no.hor,  icl.iiv.  to  .I.,  c.u.o  of  j  »6ed  11...  .hii,  doing,  wore  .1^ 

aflhe  Methodists  for  practicing  these  extrava- 1  their  going  to  that  awful  place.  He  made  a  long  j  sheer  imposition,  as  we  were  that  such  was  the 
gant  follies ;  but  now,  forsooth,  they  have  adop-  harangue  designed  to  play  upon  the  fears  of  the  ,  character  of  the  doings  at  the  first  Presbytery 
ted  and  practice  the  same  themselves.  Nay,  in  weak  and  credulous,  and  closed  by  inviting  all  |  church  in  this  village,  on  Friday  evening  the  5th 
acme  instances  they  exceed  even  the  fanaticism  who  wanted  to  go  to  heaven-all  who  wanted  to  |,  mat.  . .  . 

of  the  most  zialous  Methodists.  escape  hell— all  who  were  under  conviction,  and  ,  2.  In  all  that  we  heard  said  m  thia  meeting, 
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from  the  time  wc  cnteicd  till  we  Itfi  the  house,  jot  licrwi?e  pcrnitious  eflccts  on  socit  ty,  the  Lord!  Universalisiii,  for  »vant  of  argument,  with  alander 


there  was  not  a  sinplc  new  idea  coininunicatcd,  :fcreivo  them,  and  ciiaUo  coinnmiiily  to  escape 


nothing  advanced  that  was  in  the  least  calculu.  ‘ 
ted  to  excite  or  promote  free  in<iuiry,  elicit  tiulh,  '■ 
enlighten  the  mind,  enlarge  the  understanding, 
or  improve  the  heart.  The  Alpha  and  Omega, 
the  beginning,  middle  and  end, was  terror.  Wratli, 
hell  and  damnation  was  the  theme,  all  directed 


from  their  snares. 

0.  Should  this  revirrd — as  it  is  erroneously  cal¬ 
led,  (unless  it  be  understood  as  a  revival  of  fanati¬ 
cism,  bigotry  and  folly) — continue  long,  or  be  ex¬ 
tensive  in  its  rffccts,  we  predict  the  sudden  duwn- 


and  falsehood.  The  Rncor<Ier  is  notorious  for 
tiiis  kind  of  argument.  It  never  attempts  to  prott 
the  statements  tliat  it  makes,  when  they  first  ap¬ 
pear,  nor  to  correct  them  when  they  are  proved 
to  be  fid-ie;  the  object  being  not  to  elicit  and  pro- 
niulgato  truth  wherever  it  may  be  found,  but  to 


fall — in  public  esteem  at  least,  if  not  in  the  es-  I  oppose  by  all  means,  fair  or  foul,  what  the  sage 


to  otic  end,  viz.  to  excite  the  pas.sions  of  the  weak,  li  teem  of  their  own  churches— of  the  loaders  and  i  editor  is  pleased  to  denounce  as  heresy.  lie  doubt- 


and  awake  the  fears  of  the  credulous  and  timid,  ji  moversyn  its  production.  ^V  e  believe,  however,  j 

3.  Its  cfiects  were  in  accordance  with  the  cliar- 1!  tiit're  are  not  combustible  materials  enough  in  ’ 

acter  of  the  performance.  None  but  weak  /c-  ii^us  village  at  present  to  produce  a  very  large  nre, 
nudes  were  affected  by  it.  (To  the  honor  of  the  6ic  whole  were  ignited. 


sex  a  majority  of  the  females  in  the  house  kept  'j 
their  seats,  without  disgracing  themselves  by  go¬ 
ing  forward  in  so  shameful  a  transaction.)  Wc 
saw  not  a  single  male  in  all  the  group  of  pretend¬ 
ed  convicts.  Though  wc  have  since  been  inform¬ 
ed  there  was  one  young  man  among  them,  who 
came  down  from  the  gallery  ;  but  that  ho  laugh¬ 
ed  about  it  the  next  morning,  and  rcmarke.d  that 
he  “only  did  it  to  stuff  Mr.  Lansing.”  ^Ve  say 
prelendedconvicia,  because  we  arecredibly  inform¬ 
ed  that  with  many  of  those  who  went  forward  to 
be  prayed  for,  it  was  nothing  but  a  pretence ;  as 
we  are  told  that  many  (some  say  the  greatest 
part)  of  them  were,  and  had  been  for  some  time, 
snembers  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  Presbyterian 
churches  in  this  village.  .\nd  it  seems  they  went 
forward  merely  to  make  a  show,  and  induce  others 
to  go  and  be  prayed  for. 

4.  One  reason  why  we  believe  these  transac¬ 
tions  and  this  religious  exeitement  to  be  spurious. 


7.  Could  we  see  a  rtTiral  of  “pure  and 

undefiled  before  tiod  and  the  Father,”  whieh 
James  says,  “is  this;  to  visit  the  fatherless  and 
widows  in  their  nflllction  and  keep  himself  un¬ 
spotted  from  the  world,”  we  would  heartily  con- 


less  supposes — with  the  papal  clergy  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  pious  frauds — tliut  “the  end  sanctidesthe 
means,”  and  that  it  the  truth  will  more  abound 
through  his  lie,  he  is  not  only  perfectly  innocent, 
hut  even  meritorious  in  promulgating  falsehood 
for  the  truth's  sake. 

The  above  artir-le  Ireurs  every  mark  and  char¬ 
acteristic  of  sheer  fabrication  and  fulseliood.  For 
we  ask  any  candid  person  to  reflect  for  one  mo- 


,cur  and  co-operate  in  endeavoring  to  make  it  as  i  ment  on  the  subject,  and  ask  himself  if  it  is  pos- 
oxtensive  and  as  la.sting  as  possible.  But  is  the  |  sible  for  any  man  professing  a  belief  in  any  doc- 
revival  of  w’hich  we  have  spoken  above,  of  this  i  trine— wc  care  not  what  it  is— to  make  use  of 
description?  Let  those  who  have  witnessed  it  |  «uch  an  expression  as  is  here  ascribed  to  the  Uni¬ 
give  the  answer. 


_  versalist  ?  which  amounts  to  no  more  nor  less 

IMPORTANT  QLE.STION.  [  “you  know  my  doctrine  leads  to  per- 

Have  the  Presbytenans  in  this  rUlage  renounced  ofabomination,  you  k  now  a 


ny  one  professing  the  belief  that  I  do,  can  have  no 
conscience,  and  would  as  liefforswear  himself,  or 
commit  murder,  or  any  other  atrocious  act,  as  to 
perform  the  most  benevolent  and  noble  deeds  in 
the  world  ?”  Cun  any  rational  man  believe  that 


the  saints.  Not  a  syllabic  is  uttered  about  either 
of  those  doctrines.  On  the  contrary,  all  their 
and  to  be  nothing  but  imposition,  is  its  total  dis- ''  prayers,  and  exhortations,  and  denunciations,  are 


Calrinisin  and  embraced  the  .Methodist  doctrine  7  | 

The  reason  of  our  asking  this  question  is,  that  j 
during  thi'ir  present  overstrained  exertions  to  get  j 
■up  a  rm'fa/,  Presbyterians  arc  perfectly  silent  ! 
about  the  decrees  of  God,  the  doctrines  of  election 

and  reprobation,  and  tlio  final  perseverance  of  ^  professed  religionist  of  any  class  would  thus 

talk?  We  unhesitatingly  answer,  Ah.  And  it 
is  our  honest  and  candid  opinion  that  the  writer 
and  publisher  of  the  above  article  kneio  it  to  be  a 
similarity  to  all  and  every  account  w’c  have  ill  the  I,  couched  in  such  language  as  implies  their  belief  Univcisalists — Avieto  it  to  bean  absolette 

bible  of  the  nature  and  eftects  of  true  religion. — ;!  that  all  can  he  saved  if  they  will,  and  that  all  can  falsehood.  Wc  know  this  is  a  hard  accusation  to 
The  New  Testament  gives  no  countenance  nor :!  have  a  will  to  be  saved  ;  that  it  all  depends  on  j  ^*"*'*2  against  any  man :  and  it  may  be  said  we 
warrant  to  such  proceedings.  Read  the  Acts  of||  the  creature  wliothcr  he  will  be  saved  or  damned,  “re  wanting  in  charity,  to  do  it.  We  wish  to  be 
the  Aixjstles,  that  faithful  history  of  the  labors  of  ,and  that  even  the  saints  themselves  arc  in  immi-  cl*“r*table ;  and  gladly  would  we  avail  ourselves 
the  primitive  preachers  of  the  gospel,  and  where  Sanger  of  falling  away  and  finally  going  to  oFany  circumstance  that  could  be  offered  in  jus- 
do  we  find  any  account  of  their  threatening  their  '  j  hell — and  to  hell  they  must  go  if  they  do  not  take  tification  of  the  act,  or  palliation  of  the  crime  of 
hearers  with  endless  misery,  and  frightening  them  hold  nmo  and  get  up  a  revival.  i 

W  e  again  repeat  the  question : — (will  Messrs. 

Lansing  and  .Aikin  answer?) — /lave  the  I'resbyte-  | 
riuns  in  this  village  reiiowiced  Calvinism  and  embrac¬ 
ed  Methodism  7  | 


out  of  their  senses,  to  induce  them  to  become  re¬ 
ligious  ?  In  no  part  of  that  history. 

5.  Another  reason  for  believing  this  to  be  im¬ 
posture,  is  found  in  the  Icarning,taIontsand  stand¬ 
ing  of  the  actors  in  the  scene.  Messrs.  Lansins 
and  Aikin,  not  like  the  illiterate,  ignorant  instrii- 


publisliing  the  above  scandalous  article.  But 
we  must  confess  ourselves  unable  to  discover  or 
imagine  any,  unless  it  be  found  in  the  ignorance 
and  fanaticism  of  the  author.  The  sin  of  igno¬ 
rance  may  be  winked  at.  And  if  so,  neighbor 
Hastings  must  receive  a  great  many  winks, 

,  ,  •  ii  have  had  to  wink  at  him,  before  now,  oa 

‘  chapter  in  practical  morals  some  time  since  '1  geveral  i 


PRACTICAL. 


ments  often  employed  in  populare.xcitcmcnts,  are  :  occurred,  "as  we  understand,  of  w  hich  the  follow- '  occasions  :  onco  when  he  published  the 

men  of  liberal  education  and  naturally  good  tal-  :|  '"g  i**  ‘he  argument.  Mr.  A.  and  Mr.  B.  were  in-  account  of  the  drowned  child  of  the  Unirer- 


society 


previously 


tion  to  bring  against  them,  and  wc  would  to  God  to  Mr.  B, 

ij  .1  •  1  1  ..  ,  II  1  '  histriendaside,cndcavorcdtorelre8lihi8inemo- 

wc  could  think  better  of  them  ;  but  really  it  does  ||  in  the  case,  which  were 


The  latter  was  alarmed,  look  ,  versalist,  and  drunkard  and  liar.  We  feel  dispo¬ 
sed  now  to  make  Mr.  Hastings’  teachers  a  fair 

appear  as  if  they  miMt  fcwoio  better— and  that  their  I  known  to  both  of  them,  and  respecting  “"^bbt-'ral  offer  in  relation  to  their  unfortunate 

consciences  must  upbraid  them  for  the  truly  i  both  had  been  required  to  testily  under  oath. —  ptipil.  If  they  will  prove  the  above  story  true,  or 
ridiculous  and  extravagant  follies  they  practice. :!  ^^‘’ *^' hs‘cuing  to  his  friend,  looked  him  any  thing  rc*tm6/»ig  it,  we  will  cheerfully  retract 
The  Lord  forgive  us  if  we  have  overrated  ‘hcir|i  ^‘^^''am  a  VoLsed  i 

talents  and  learning,  and  thus  ascribed  to  wicked  Ij  was  thunderstruck,  but  coifid  say  no  more. _ !  “'‘J’ 

fVeslem  Rec."  jj  - - 

[For  the  Magazine  and  Mvocale.] 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  following  letters — five  in  number — were 


motives  what  should  be  placed  to  the  account  of  ’ 
weakness  and  ignorance.  But  if,  as  appearances 
indicate,  they  do  know  better,  and  if  they  prac 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  precious  morcean, ' 

W’hich  was  first  published  in  the  Western  Recor-  ' 
tice  these  enthusiastic  freaks  merely  to  make  jder,  and  thence  copied  into  the  .Albany  Christian  ; 
proselytes  to  their  creed  and  add  communicants  ij  Register,  that  those  veracious  prints,  true  to  their  ,  not  originally  designed  for  publication ;  but  as 
to  their  churches,  without  reference  to  the  |  principles,  keep  up  their  old  trade  of  opposing  they  embrace  some  of  the  principal  arguments 


KVANCiKLICAI.  MAGAZIAR  AXD  (iOSPEL  ADVOCATE 


367 


employed,  botli  for  and  against  Universalisin,  and  I 
in  the  language  of  the  respective  advocates  of  t!je  I 
two  opposing  systems,  it  has  been  lliouglit  advi- 
sable  to  submit  them  to  the  public  ;  which  is  now  i 
done  with  the  hope  that  they  may  be  instrunicn-  ^ 
tal  of  good,  by  encouraging  free  enquiry,  and  eli¬ 
citing  truth  to  the  minds  of  the  candid. 

LETTF.U  I.  * 

Cumbria,  Srpi.  IMli,  1S30.  ^ 

Pear  Brother  : — Be  not  surprised  to  receive  a! 
letter  from  one  with  whom  you  arc  so  little  ac- 
niiainted.  I  have  wished  Uir  some  time  to  see  ] 
and  converse  with  you,  but  not  having  an  oppor- 1 
tnnity,  (our  expectations  iii  reg.rrd  to  your  visi-  ] 
ting  us  being  blasted,)  I  can  not  rtitaiu  from  in-  I 
dulging  myself  in  a  few  queries  relative  to  the 
happiness  and  well-being  of  our  fellow  men. — 
Believe  me,  when  I  inform  you  that  I  feel  no  hard¬ 
ness  towards  your  denomination,  or  any  other  on 
earth.  I  feel  that  my  (iod  is  no  respecter  of  por- 
eins.  'Why  then  should  I  be?  since  it  is  our  du¬ 
ly  to  imitate  him  in  all  things,  that  wo  may  he  | 
holy  and  happy.  Therefore  what  I  now  write  is 
with  that  friendly  zeal  of  w  hich  every  Christian 
should  be  possessed.  I 

Believe  me,  dear  brother,  when  I  inform  you  | 
that  1  wish,  if  it  be  possible,  that  you  throw  ofl'all  ■ 
prejudice,  so  far  as  to  fellowship  all  Christian  be- 1 
licvcrs,  of  whatever  name  or  order  j  and  let  your  j 
mind  be  open  to  free  and  impartial  inquiry;  re¬ 
membering  that  all  sincere  believers  in  our  Sa-  | 
riour,  act  according  to  the  light  they  have  reci  iv-  | 
ed;  and  you  have  done  no  more.  I  trust  I  have 
a  firm  and  lasting  belief  that  in  the  world  of  spi- 1 
fits  I  shall  behold  all  the  human  family  n  joieing 
in  Christ,  and  praising  (iwl;  when  all  party  names, 
lojclher  with  every  evil  work,  shall  be  unknown  I 
—when  all  hearts  shall  bo  bowed  in  bumble  rt  v-  j 
erence  to  the  God  of  i.ovr — when  that  s[iark  of 
fraternal  affection  that  now  enlivens  our  cold 
hearts  will  become  a  mountain  flame,  stronger 
than  death,  which  the  ocean  cannot  quench,  nor 
floods  drown. 

Now  blessed  be  God  who  has  given  me  this 
hope — it  is  more  to  me  than  all  the  riches  of  em¬ 
pires.  To  have  a  full  belief  of  mectinc  all  our 
nearest  and  dearest  friend*,  with  the  whole  hu¬ 
man  family,  on  the  sinless  shores  of  immortal  pu¬ 
rity,  to  chant  the  songs  of  “glory  to  God,”  and 
eternal  deliverance  from  all  sin — fills  my  mind 
with  many  pleasing  reflections,  and  creates  a  hea¬ 
ven  within,  which  I  know  not  how  to  express. — 
These  arc  my  honest  sentiments ;  and  must  1 
lose  your  friendship  on  that  account  ?  I  hope 
not:  for  certain  I  am  that  I  do  not  feci  ns  much 
inclination  to  sin  as  I  did  when  I  believed  in  a 
partial  God  ;  for  I  b."lieve  now  that  God  loves  all 
the  workmanship  of  his  hands ;  and  this  induces 
me  to  imitate  his  example.  With  this  view,  I 
think  the  doctrine  of  universal  love  can  have  no 
bad  effect  on  me,  or  any  one  else.  Therefore,  if 
we  see  any  one  professing  this  faith  who  docs 
wrong,  we  must  not  lay  it  to  his  particular  sys¬ 
tem,  but  to  the  frailty  of  men,  or  to  the  want  of 
its  genuine  principles.  If  wc  wish  to  find  a  good 
foundation,  we  must  look  to  thcgoorlness  of  Goil, 
and  his  promises  ;  not  to  his  crc.ature  man :  for  in 
this  we  shall  all  fail.  If  wc  sec  any  one  so  vile 
we  think  he  cannot  be  saved,  we  should  think 
how  vile  we  were  ourselves,  and  where  ici  found 
mercy ;  and  we  shall  ace  that  it  was  not  from  our 
own  works,  for  they  condemn  us  all.  Let  us  re¬ 
member  the  promise  of  God,  where  he  saith, 
“Though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be 
white  as  snow.”  Forbear  to  think  hard  of  my 
Opinion,  when  I  tell  you  that  I  verily  believe  the  | 
time  will  como  when  you  will  have  great  joy  in 
a  world’s  restoration,  which  I  presume  you  never 
prayed  a^aiiul  in  your  life,  and  if  you  |>ray  with 
t!ie  snirit  of  God,  I  trust  you  never  will.  Rest  as¬ 
sured  then,  that  it  is  not  my  intention  to  weaken 
your  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  but  to  strengthen 


and  extend  it.  If  I  err,  please  correct  me  and  > 
show  wherein. 

I  shall  now  proceed  by  way  of  queries  and  ob¬ 
servations. 

Do  you  believe  that  the  Creator  of  all  things  is 
u  (iod  of  Love?  Do  you  believe  that  when  he 
erenled  man  ho  fore-knew  what  would  bo  his 
final  condition  in  a  future  world  ?  Do  you  be¬ 
lieve  he  will  deal  with  them  according  to  the 
strictest  principles  of  justice  ami  equity  ?  Grant 
me  111.'  ullirmutiveof  these  questions  and  it  is  all  I 
will  ask.  The  negative  I  think  you  will  not  main¬ 
tain.  Now  for  the  conclusion.  Hoi  is  love,  and 
when  he  created  man  he  forc-kiicw  wliat  he 
would  h.'.  .Suppose  when  ho  created  men  he 
knew  that  they  would  by  their  actions  merit,  a.nd 
have  to  suffer,  endless  misery — would  their  crea¬ 
tion  be  a  blessing,  or  curse  I  A  curse  you  must 
say.  Then  it  cannot  be  the  eflecl  of  love,  and  of 
course  it  must  ho  a  falsciiood  ;  for  G.kI  is  love. — ' 
But  you  may  say  it  is  on  the  principle  of  justice.  1 
But  does  justice  ever  oppose  gooiliiess?  if  so,  the  I 
less  wc  h  ive  of  it  the  better.  Where  is  the  jus¬ 
tice  in  God’s  giving  them  an  a'oihty  (which  they! 
never  solii  iled,  and  which  they  never  would  have* 
accepted  had  he  not  taken  advantage  of  their  ig-^ 
norance  and  weakness)  that  woul.l  prove  an  eter¬ 
nal  evil  to  them,  and  then  doom  them  to  endless! 
torments  beeaiisj  they  exercised  this  ability  just, 
as  (iod  foreknew  they  would  e.xircise  it?  j 

But  you  may  say,  man  had  power  to  control ' 
this  ability  as  he  pleased.  1  lad  ho  power  to  eon-  * 
trol  it  contrary  to  what  God  fore-knew  ho  would  ? 
Did  he  not  do  with  this  ability  exactly  as  t!od 
knew  he  would  when  he  gave  it  to  him?  If  so,' 
show  me  the  justice  in  bt  stowing  on  us  an  abili- ' 
ty  which  is  an  endless  evil,  without  our  knowl-  ’ 
edge  or  consent.  i 

Do  you  believe  the  scriptures,  and  the  promi-  : 
scs  and  thrcateniiigs  therein  contained?  You 
will  say  y«j.  Do  you  believe  that  man  ever  re- 1 
ccives  or  will  receive  any  more  than  a  recompense 
of  reward  ?  Then  hear  what  it  saith  :  “Behold 
the  righteous  sliall  be  recompensed  in  the  earth, 
much  more  the  ungodly  and  the  sinner.” — Prov. 
xi:31.  See  also  Isaiah  xl ;  2.  Have  you  never 
sinned  ?  Paul  says,  Kom.  iii ,  23.  “all  have  sin¬ 
ned,”  See.  Now  if  we  have  “all  sinned,”  what 
is  to  bo  the  consequence  ?  You  may  say  endless 
misery.  Wiiat  tlicn  ?  Why,  all  must  suffer  it ; 
for  “<a7  have  sinned,”  and  the  Lord  God  says,  F-x. 
xxxiv  ;  7.  that  “ho  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guil¬ 
ty.”  But  some  say  they  have  reformed,  end  al¬ 
lege  that  Christ  was  punished  in  their  stead. — 
Now,  this  is  falsehooci.  But  I  will,  fur  the  sake 
of  argument,  grant  it  true:  and  what  next?  Why, 
“(iod  is  no  respecter  of  persons” — Rom.  ii ;  II. 
Eph.  ii;  9.  Col.  lii ;  25.  Acts  x;  3-1.  Job  xxxvii; 
3(.  1  Pet.  i ;  17.  Besides  it  reads  in  Rom.  ii ;  6. 
that  God  will  render  to  every  man  according  to 
his  works.  Now  the  hiblo  no  where  says  that 
Christ  was  to  be  punished  for  the  sins  of  other 
men  :  but  here  it  expressly  declares  that  “every 
man”  shall  be  rewarded,  &c.  Now,  brother,  if 
you  will  prove  to  me  that  this  reward  extends  be¬ 
yond  the  general  resurrection,  when  mortality 
shall  put  on  iminortahtv,  or  that  man  deserves  to 
bn  punished  endlessly  lor  his  sins  in  tliis  life,  ci¬ 
ther  fro:n  reason  or  revelation,  you  sliall  have  the 
everlasting  gratitude  of  your  friend  and  wcll- 
wlslicr,  Ciiap.les  Hammond. 

Harvey  Parmelo. 

[  For  the  Mujaziiie  and  .Jdvocate.] 

INL'.  Skinner — By  inserting  the  following  in 
your  paper,  you  will  do  some  good,  and  oblige  a 
subscrihor.  Hi.*****, 

I  “  According  to  the  Theological  notions  of  some, 
God  would  resemble  a  tyrant,  who,  having  put 
out  the  eyes  of  the  greater  part  of  his  slaves, 
should  shut  them  up  in  a  dungeon,  where,  for  his 
amusement,  he  would,  incognito,  observe  llicir 
conduct  through  a  trap  door,  in  order  to  punish 
with  rigor  ail  those  M’ho,  while  walking  about. 


should  hit  against  each  other ;  but  who  wouM 
magnilicicntly  reward  the  few  whom  he  had  not 
deprived  of  sigiit,  for  their  address  in  avoiding  to 
run  against  their  comrades.  Such  arc  the  ideas 
which  the  tiogina  of  gratuitous  predestination 
gives  us  of  the  divinity.  Nothing  but  the  most 
savage  barbarity,  the  most  egregious  roguery,  or 
the  blindest  ambition  could  have  imagined  the 
doctrine  of  eternal  punishments.  If  there  bo  a 
;  God,  whom  we  can  offend  or  blaspheme,  there 
are  not  upon  earth  greater  blasphemers  than 
'  those  who  dare  to  say,  that  this  same  God  is  a 
'  tyrant,  perverse  enough  to  delight,  during  ctemi- 
'  tv,  in  the  useless  torments  of  his  feeble  crea¬ 
tures  ! ! !” 

[For  the  SSIa^azine  and  Mvocate.J 
‘  MODESTY. 

I  We  have  not  placed  this  heading  in  derision — 

'  for  once  wc  mean  what  wa  say  in  applying  this 
word  to  our  Orthodox  brethren’s  assumptions — 
for  we  find  they  can  assume  in  a  modest  manner. 

,  Do  you  wis!i  for  proof  of  this  bold  assertion  ? — 

I  You  shall  have  it.  At  a  revival  meeting  in  the 
^  borough  of  .Marietta,  Pa.  a  newly  born  “  babe  of 
grace,”  (aged  about  IS  according  to  the  flesh, 

.  but  only  a  few  days,  according  to  the  spirit,)  pro¬ 
posed  praying  for  some  of  the  spectators,  his  late 
companions,  and,  one  of  them,  a  Universalist! 
“Aye,  do,”  said  one  of  the  Elders  of  the  flock, 

I  “but  you  needn’t  pray  for  J -  G - ,”  (the 

Univcr.salist,)  “bccaiiso  he  don't  believe  in  odr  re- 
ti;'ion  Did  von  ever  bear  this  excelled  ?  If  he 

intended  to  call  the  said  J - G - ,  an  mjidel, 

!he  did  it  modestly — very;  and  if  not,  it  was  still 
,  modesty — wasn’t  it  ?  We  commend  his  saying. 

A.  B.  G. 

[fVo'ii  the  Trampet  and  Magazine,] 

DR.  ELY. 

I  This  divine  ha*  just  returned  to  Philadelphia 
from  a  two  month’s  tour,  in  which  he  has  been 
collecting  funds  for  the  American  Sabbath  School 
:  Union.  In  one  of  his  Letters,  written  his  friends 
'during  his  alisonce,  he  says,  “So  far  as  1  go,  it  is 
!  my  wish  to  make  charitable  concerns  A  C  ASH 
I  BUSINESS.” 

I  The  Ibllowing  is  a  paragraph  from  one  of  his 
'  Letters  : 

I  “Lastnigh’t  I  returned  home,  having  completed 

■  two  months  of  my  voluntary  agency;  during 

■  wiiich  1  have  visited  twoCongreg<alional  Churches, 

I  three  Baptist  Churches,  eighteen  Presbyterian 
'Churches,  and  eighteen  Reformed  Dutch  Church- 
es.  During  my  absence  from  homo  I  have  deliv- 
^ered  riKTT-oxK  Sermons;  and  received  in  don.a- 

tions  for  the  A.  S.  S.  Union,  Itvo  Ihoitsand  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  righty-one  dollars  and  forly-nine  and  a  half 
cents;  which  sum  includes  five  dollars  obtained 
for  two  gold  rings ;  and  two  dollars  for  a  key 
and  seal,  before  reported  to  you.” 

Homo  of  tills  money  was  collected  from  little 
children — some  from  black  washer-women,  and 
some  probably  from  those  who,  however  pious, 

,  never  had  the  honesty  to  pay  their  debts. 

'  The  Dr.  follows  up  the  new  practice  of  making 
the  dead  lifo  members  of  orthouox  societies.  Pay¬ 
ing  money  to  the  clergy  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Ulead,  has  long  been  a  practico  in  the  Roman 
,  Catliolic  Church. 

I  “My  expenses  for  supplying  my  pulpit  during 
my  agency,  and  for  other  necessary  things  have 
amounted  to  8166  96.  Tliis  sum  I  give  to  the 
I  Union ;  wishing  that  $30 ol  it  may  enrol  the  name 
of  my  deceased  father,  the  Rev.  ^cbiilon  Ely,  of 
Lebanon  Conn,  on  the  list  of  Life  Members, 
marked  with  a  star ;  while  $30  for  each  are  to 
confer  the  like  honor  on  my  departed  son,  Ezra 
Stiles  Ely,  Jr.  on  my  departed  son,  Ezra  S.  Duf- 
ficld  Ely  ;  and  on  my  daughter,  Mary  Ann  Ely, 
who,  at  the  age  of  nearly  three  years,  was  taken 
from  the  earth  by  flames  of  fire.  There  will  re¬ 
main  846  96  to  constitute  my  wife  Mrs.  Mary 
Ann  Ely,  a  Life  Member.” 
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SACRrD  l.Y’RZ:. 

VOICE  OF  NATLHE. 

Is  there  no  God  7  Go  ask  tlic  sun 
Whence  he  his  being  had — 

The  stars,  from  whence  their  course  hegnnj 
Who  tlicm  in  glory  clad. 

Go  ask  the  moon  vrho  nightly  rides 
Through  seas  of  lifjuid  blue  ; 

Okl  ocean  with  his  heaving  tides, 

Whence  he  his  virtues  drew. 

Is  there  no  God?  Ask  j’ondcr  bird 
That  warbles  forth  his  praise — 

Creation  with  its  thousand  herds 
That  by  the  waters  graze. 

Is  there  no  G  jd  ?  .\sk  of  the  streams 
That  fertilize  the  earth. 

And  sparkle  in  the  noontide  beams 
Like  things  of  heavenly  birth. 

Go  ask  the  thunder  as  it  rolls 
.\long  the  bending  sky — 

The  lightning  flashing  from  the  polcs^ 

The  meteor’s  burning  eye. 

This  is  the  answer  nature  gives — 

God  sitteth  on  his  throne  ; 

Without  him,  nought  created  lives. 

Ho  stood  and  stands  alone! 

She  tells  from  the  hollow  deep 
And  from  the  crvstal  sky. 

The  winds  along  tlic  heavens  that  sweep, 
Proclaim  in  language  high — 

There  is  a  God  whose  moving  hand 
Gave  motion,  life  and  joy 
To  yonder  bright  and  starry  hand, 

And  can  as  well  destroy. 

Bc’nold  the  lilies  of  the  field. 

They  bow  tlieir  necks  to  fiod. 

All  nature  doth  ber  homage  yield. 

The  sea,  the  fire,  the  flood  ; 

And  can  mute  nature  be  more  wise 
Than  hcaven-desecndi'd  man  ? 

O  lisp  it  not  ye  azure  skies  f 
Ye  know  she  never  can. 


i  trinal,  moral  an-l  practical:  To  brief  expositions!! 
■and  commentaries  on  the  Scriptures:  To  reli¬ 
gious  intelligence — the  proceedings  of  the  various 
As'»ociations  and  Conventions  in  connexion, 
with  accounts  of  the  formation  of  new  societies, 
i  dedications,  installations,  itc. :  To  poetic  effu¬ 
sions,  hymenial  and  obituary  notices,  and  miscel¬ 
laneous  matter:  Anil  last,  but  not  least,  to  the 
determined  defence  of  civil  and  religious  lilierty, 
and  the  fearless  exposure  of  the  secret  plots,  arts 
and  machinations  of  the  enemies  of  freedom. 

That  there  is  a  comhination  among  a  set  of 
I  ecclesiastics — who  assume  to  be  leaders  in  reli-i 
I  gion,  style  themselves  orthodox  in  laith,  and  iin 
I  dertake  to  dictate  to  all  others  what  th i  v  sliall 
;  believe  and  how  they  sliall  act — .fiat  there  is  such 
a  combination  in  existence,  designed  to  destroy 
ll the  religious  Idiertiis  of  this  “bind  of  the  free,” 

;  bring  ns  under  boiulagc  as  cruel  as  the  tyranny 
of  Egypt,  or  of  the  Pope,  n“urp  the  entire  control 
'  of  the  press,  the  palladium  of  our  libertv,  amass 
nnliounded  wealth, and,  if  not  directly  and  in  name 
to  unite  (bmrch  and  State,  yet  toeflect  nhal  wdl 
be  tantamounrthereto,  the  establishment  of  them¬ 
selves  in  power  so  as  to  conh'd  the  laws  and  officers 
of  government  in  their  own  w.ay,  proscribe  all 
1  who  wdl  not  rpiietly  sulimit  to  their  dictation,  and 
j  prohibit  all  from  buying  and  selling  but  sucli  as, 
t,  receive  tlic  mark  of  the  b  'ast  in  their  hand  or  their 
I  forehi’arl — nei-ds  no  further  proof  than  what  is 
I  now  1)1  fore  the  public.  (See  the  various  dorn- 
i  ments  of  tlieir  own,  proving  these  facts,  that  we 
I  have  laid  before  the  jniblic  trom  time  to  time,  in 
i  this  publication,  particiilarlv  in  Nos.  2!5  and  la.) 

I  To  the  exposure  of  these  secret  arts,  (ilots  and 
I  eonspir.acii's  against  the  religious  lilierties  ol  the 
'  country,  and  tlie  righteous  castigation  of  thi  ir 
'  ambitious  and  d‘'signing  originators,  we  shall  de- 
;  vote  a  suitable  share  of  our  columns  and  laliors  : 

!  while  at  the  same  time  we  shall  treat  all — of 
I  wdiatever  name  or  sect,  and,  however  widely  they 
I  may  dilli  r  from  us  in  speculative  opinions,  who 
:  we  have  ri'acon  to  believe  are  honest  and  virtuous 
,  men,  and  friends  to  religious  freedom — '.vithkind- 
I  ness  and  respect. 

‘  While  we  view  the  doctrines  of  the  infinite 
:  I'artialitv  and  endless  crncltv  of  God — the  nnend- 


CON'DITIONS. 

The  Magazine  and  Advocate  will  be  published 
every  Saturday,  on  tine  white  paper  and  fairtype, 
in  a  neat  quarto  form,  each  number  containing  8 
pages,  the  volume  416,  with  a  complete  Index  tt 
the  idose  of  the  year. 

Puk  e,  per  annum,  $I  50  in  aJdanee,  or  S2  if 
not  paid  m  advence  or  within  three  vionlhi  froM 
the  time  the  first  No.  is  received.  Agents  who 
olitaiii  ti'hl  subscribers,  and  become  responsible 
fir  tliem,  (or  eoinpaiiics  paying  for  eight  copies,) 
will  be  allowed  the  ninth  copy  gratis;  and  in  ths 
same  proportion  for  a  greater  number.  No  sub- 
seriptioiiij  received  for  a  less  time  than  one  year- 
including  one  volume — (unless  the  money  he 
paid  in  adv.ince,)  and  no  paper  discontinued  till 
all  arre.arages  are  paid.  The  utmost  punctuality 
oil  the  part  of  subscribers  will  be  expected  anil 
necessary  to  enable  the  publisher  to  meet  the  ya- 
rioiis  expenses  incident  to  the  publication. 

Agents — Uriiversalist  ministers,  in  gocxl  stand¬ 
ing,  Post  Masters  friendly  to  the  objects  of  thft 
Work,  and  others  known  to  bo  responsible  men, 
who  have  acted,  or  may  be  disposed  to  act,  as 
agents  iii  proeiiriiig  subscribers,  and  e.xtending 
the  usefulness  of  the  work.  All  cornrminirationy 
to  the  Publisher  and  Editors  must  be  post  paid,  ot 

/icc. 

A  failure  to  notify  a  discontmii.anco  before  tlio 
close  of  one  volume  will  be  considered  as  renews 
ing  subscription  for  the  next. 

Su!)srri;ilions  to  be  forwarded  by  the  first  of 
.lanuarv,  if  practicable,  or  as  soon' thereafter  u 
convenient,  to  thu  Piihlislior,  at  Utica. 

D.  Skivsf.r,  Publisher  and  Editor. 

A.  H.  Grosii,  .issistunt  Editor. 

U'liea,  Nov.  lOlh,  1830. 

j  MARRIED, 

In  Stratford,  Iw  Rev.  Geo.  Messinger,  of  Sails- 
bury,  on  the  23th  ult.  Mr.  A.vso.v  N.  Sherwood, 
to  Miss  Matilda  Bliss. 

I  In  Antwerp,  on  the  4th  instant,  Mr.  Jamh 
Bethel,  to  Miss  M  artha  P.  Wood,  eldest  daugh¬ 
ter  of  tlic  Rev.  A.  AV’ood. 

1  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  —I 


For  God  hath  placed  within  his  breast 

A  soul  that  ne’er  can  die ;  1 

It  spurnelh  time  and  space  and  rest, 

’Twas  made  to  dwell  on  high. 

Then  pause  awliilc  tlioii  foolish  man  ! 

•Una  bow  the  knee  to  Him  | 

Who  was  ore  time  its  course  begun, 

W'hcn  heaven  and  earth  were  dim. 

PROPOSALS 

For  jntblisliin^the  Second  t'ohme  (A'  ic  Series)  of  the  ' 

KVANGELICAt.  3IAGAZINE 

AND  GO.SPEL  ADVOCATE.  i 

Tlte  Publisher  of  the  Evangelical  Magazine  and 
Gospel  Advocate,  grateful  for  the  liberal  and  con¬ 
stantly  increasing  patronage  that  han  hiiherto 
been  extended  to  Iiiin,  confiding  in  th;;  sincerity 
of  his  friends  and  a  liberal  public  still  to  sustain 
his  labors,  and  desirous  of  coni  inn.  ng  and  still 
more  widely  extending  the  influenco  and  utility  * 
of  this  publication,  respectfully  notifies  bis  pa¬ 
trons  and  the  public,  that  ftio  woih  will  be  con- 
timinrl  another  year,  eomtnencing  on  the  firil  day 
of  Jannnry  ^1.  I).  1331,  with  inui  h  iinproveineiit 
in  its  typographical  cxeeiilion  and  neatness,  and 
with  the  .adilitional  services  of  another  Editor  as 
his  associate — of  the  first  order  of  talents  our 
connexion  aflbrds. 

The  work — as hcrc'.ofo) e — will  I)e devoted  prin¬ 
cipally  to  the  inculcation  and  defence  of  Liberal 
Ciirisiianity,  or  the  <ioclrinc  of  the  inqiartini  be¬ 
nevolence  and  universal  grace  of  God,  and  the 
ultimate  holiness  ana  hapjiiness  of  all  his  intel¬ 
lectual  offipt  ing:  To  L'**riiioiis  and  Essays,  doe- 


mg  eontiniiance  of  sin  and  misery  among  hi.s  elf-  |  DIED, 

spring — as  forming  no  part  of  gospel  tnilh  ;  as'  In  Wliitestown,  4lh  inst.  of  infianimntion  on 
alike  degrading  to  the  Deity  and  prejndieial  to  the  lungs,  after  a  very  brief  illness,  Mrs.  Lon 
true  piety  among  men  ;  we  shall  use  every  lanil-  Pf.nfif.ld,  consort  of  Mr.  Orange  Penfield, Avt.  22. 
able  means  and  fair  argument  to  remove  ibi.s  .-Vmiable  in  manners,  virtuous  in  life,  affbefionste 
[ilant  of  foreign  extraction  trom  the  Clinreb  of  and  kind  to  all,  she  died  lamented  bv  all  who  had 
Chri.sf,  and  to  establish  and  maintain  the  scrip-  the  happiness  of  knowing  her.  She  haslefia 
tural  and  heneyolent  doctrine  of  illimitable  grace  disconsolate  hirsband  and  two  small  children, 
and  the  salvation,  through  Christ,  of  a  ransomed  (the  youngest  about  four  weeks  old,)  to  mount 
yyorlil;  we  shall  hold  ourselves  open  to  eonvic-'  her  early  exit.  She  died  as  she  had  lived,  firm  in 
lion,  ronrt  investigation,  insert  the  rommuniea-  the  faith,  joyful  in  hope  of  a  world’s  salvation 
lions  of  all  denominations  of  Christians  when  through  a  crucified  Saviour.  Calm  and  peaceful 
written  in  a  p."oper  style  and  spirit,  ii'id  en-  was  her  soul  in  the  dying  hour,  “  unruffled  as  the 
deavor  to  foster  and  eneourage  that  piety  that  summer’s  sea  when  not  a  breath  of  air  flies  o’er 
is  unostentatious,  that  religion  which  is  pure  and  ,  Rs  surface.”  This  is  Universalism  in  death, 
nndcfilc.l,  which  consist*  in  practical  benevolence  In  Antwerp,  on  the  27th  of  Sept,  last,  Pitt 
aiiione  men,  and  that  heaven-born  charily  which,,  Edmund  Winchester  Wood,  youngest  son  of 


is  “the  bond  of  perfectness.”  I 

Patrons  and  siihscrihers  will  accept  our  im- 
feigned  thanks  for  [last  favors;  and  wc  hope  for  | 
a  eontimmneo  of  their  friendly  aid  and  support, ii 
If  ever  there  wa.s  a  time  that  called  loudly  on  all 
the  frienils  of  truth  and  lilierty  to  unite  and  con-  i 
linne  their  exertions  in  behalf  of  liberal  principles.;! 
that  lime  is  now. 


the  Rev.  A.  tV’ood,  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  age. 
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